
Letter to Philadelphia 
Revelation 3: 7 - 13 



Letter to Philadelphia 
Faithfulness > Success 



Faithfulness  has always 
been the test of divine 

blessing …                   
rather than success. 



Revelation 3: 7 - 8 
And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, 

 who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no 

 one opens, says this: ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have 

 put before you an open door which no one can shut, 

 because you have a little power, and have kept My 

 word, and have not denied My name.’ 





Think of a time recently 
when you demonstrated 

“philadelphia.” 



What is communicated by 
the character traits of Jesus 

in 3:7? 



Jesus is … 

� Holy 

� True 

� Has the “key of David” 



How is Jesus holy? 



What specific things does 
Jesus know [οἶδα]  about the 
believers in Philadelphia? 



What three reasons did 
Jesus give for opening a 
door for the church at 

Philadelphia? 



Three Reasons 

� “little power” 

� “kept My word” 

� “not denied” 



What will help us to 
“keep” His Word? 



Has God opened (or closed) 
doors of ministry for you? 



Three Conditions for an 
“Open Door” 

� “little power” 

� “kept My word” 

� “not denied” 



A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

Martin Luther 

Did we in our own strength confide? 

Our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right Man on our side, 

The man of God’s own choosing. 



Revelation 3:9-11 
Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who 
say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make 

them come and bow down at your feet, and make them 

know that I have loved you.  Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the 

hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon 

the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.     
I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no 

one will take your crown. 



Synagogue of Satan 



The Hour of Testing 

� What is this? 

� When will this occur? 



Revelation 3:12-13 
He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he will not go out from it 

anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, 

and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, 

which comes down out of heaven from My God,         

and My new name.  He who has an ear, let him hear               

what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 



What promises are made to 
“overcomers”? 



Promises to Overcomers 

� Pillar in the temple 

� New name 



7 Promises to Philadelphia 

�  v. 8 – open door of ministry 

�  v. 9 – vindication 

�  v. 10 – protection 

�  v. 11 – imminent return 

�  v. 11 – protected reward 

�  v. 12 – new security 

�  v. 12 – new name/identity 


