
Revelation 3: 1 - 6 

LETTER TO SARDIS 



DALLAS WILLARD ON HEAVEN 
“Our destiny is to be part of a tremendously 

creative team effort, under unimaginably 
splendid leadership, on an inconceivably vast 

plane of activity, with ever more comprehensive 
cycles of productivity and enjoyment.” 



REVELATION 1:3 
Blessed is he who reads 

and those who hear 
the words of the prophecy, 

and heed the things which are written in it; 
for the time is near. 



REVELATION 3:6 
He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 



1 JOHN 5: 4 - 5 (ESV) 
 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes 
the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the world - 
our faith. 

Who is it that overcomes the world except the one 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 



REVIEW 

•  Ephesus:  devotion > duty or doctrine 

•  Smyrna:  persecution follows discipleship 

•  Pergamum:  purity > compromise 

•  Thyatira: zero tolerance in our vocations 



WHAT IS THE “BIG IDEA”? 
•  Complacency precedes death. 

•  To avoid spiritual atrophy, spiritual rehab is required. 

•  God is the ultimate Judge. 

•  A call to “Spiritual Vigilance”! 



WHAT COMPARISONS CAN YOU MAKE 
WITH THE LETTER TO EPHESUS? 





GEOGRAPHY / CULTURE 
•  33 miles south of Thyatira; 50 miles NE of Ephesus 

•  Situated on and around a 1500 ft. plateau 

•  “Cemetery of a Thousand Hills” - famous necropolis 

•  Twice the city had been conquered because of lack of 

vigilance. 











REVELATION 3: 1 - 3 
•  1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
•  He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says 

this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are 
alive, but you are dead.  

•  2 Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were 
about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the 
sight of My God.  

•  3 So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, 
and repent.  Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a 
thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 



WHAT MEANING DO THE “SEVEN SPIRITS OF 
GOD” AND THE “SEVEN STARS” HAVE FOR 

CHRISTIANS IN SARDIS? 



WHAT DOES JESUS KNOW ABOUT 
THESE BELIEVERS IN SARDIS? 



Have we become accustomed to our 
blessings & complacent about our 

ministry? 

ARE WE RELYING ON PAST ACHIEVEMENTS 
TO BE BLESSED BY GOD? 



FIVE IMPERATIVES 
•  Wake up 

• Strengthen 

• Remember 

• Keep 

• Repent 



WAKE UP 
•  Give strict attention to 

•  Be on the alert 

•  Keep watch 

•  Literally, “show yourselves to be watchful” 



STRENGTHEN 
•  στηρίζω  
•  Make stable 
•  Place firmly 
•  Set fast 

•  Literally, “to stand something on its feet” 



REMEMBER 
•  Constantly bearing in mind 

•  Present imperative denoting continual 
recall 

•  Not just bringing to mind, but also putting 
into practice 



KEEP 
•  Attend to carefully 

•  To hold fast 

•  To guard 

•  Present imperative commanding continual action 

•  Also implies obedience 



REPENT 
•  µετανοέω  

•  To change one’s mind 

•  A “global aorist” tense that summarizes the 
previous four commands 



FIVE IMPERATIVES 
•  Wake up 

• Strengthen 

• Remember 

• Keep 

• Repent 



REVELATION 3: 4 - 6 
•  4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their 

garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are 
worthy.  

•  5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I 
will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess 
his name before My Father and before His angels.  

•  6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 



THREE REWARDS 
 

•  “clothed in white garments” 

•  “I will not erase his name” 

•  “I will confess his name” 



SPIRITUAL VIGILANCE 


