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Hebrews 11:8-30 

Hebrews 11:8-30 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 
8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.  
 
• “when called” (καλούµενος) = present participle stresses immediacy … he obeyed “while the call 
was still sounding in his ears.” 
 
⇒ What evidences are there that Abraham was a man of faith?  (vv. 8-10)  • Gen. 21:1-3 
 
• “obeyed” (ὑπακούω) = to listen, to harken; Ac.12:13 - refers to one who on the knock at the door 
comes to listen who it is (e.g., the duty of a porter). 
 
⇒ Abraham obeyed when he did not know where he was going (vv.8-10).  He left the certainties of 
the known for the unknown, relying only on God’s Word … this is the essence of faith. 
 
9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise;  
 
• “alien” (παροικέω) = Lk.24:18 of Jesus on the road to Emmaus; stranger, visitor, sojourner. 
 
10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
 
11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since 
she considered Him faithful who had promised.  
 
⇒ Did Sarah act immediately like a woman of faith?  (v. 11) 
 
• God promised Abraham and Sarah a son, but they waited 25 years for the fulfillment!  True faith 
waits for fulfillment of God’s purposes in God’s time.  While waiting, they were still obeying. 
 
⇒ They obeyed when they did not know how God’s promise would be fulfilled (vv.11-12). 
 
• “faithful” (πιστός) = of persons who show themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the 
execution of commands, or the discharge of official duties. 
 
• Cf., Zacharias’ response (Lk.1:18-20) with Mary’s response (Lk.1:34-38). 
 
12 Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many 
descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the 
seashore. • Gen.15:5; 22:17 
 
13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  
 
⇒ Abraham obeyed when he did not know when God would fulfill the promise (vv.13-16). 
 
14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  
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15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had 
opportunity to return.  
 
• Gen.24:5-8 – Abraham instructed his servant that Isaac must not return to his former country. 
 
16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.  
 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
was offering up his only begotten son;  
 
• “tested” (πειράζω) = to try, make trial of, test: for the purpose of ascertaining his quantity, or what 
he thinks, or how he will behave himself.  Gen.22:1 
 
⇒ Abraham obeyed when he did not know why God was so working out His plan (vv.17-19). 
 
18 it was he to whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” (Gen.21:12) 
 
19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received 
him back as a type.  
 
• “type” (παραβολή) = a placing of one thing by the side of another, juxtaposition, as of ships in 
battle; metaphorically, a comparing, comparison of one thing with another, likeness, similitude (9:9). 
 
⇒ Isaac is referred to as a “type” in v. 19 … a “type” of what or whom? 
 
• 4 Generations of Faith: Abraham, Isaac (Gen.27), Jacob (Gen.48-49) and Joseph (50:24-26). 
Joseph did not use his family, his job, or his circumstances as an excuse for unbelief. 
 
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come.  
 
21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on 
the top of his staff.  
 
22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave 
orders concerning his bones.  
 
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 
he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.  
 
• Ex.2:1-10  Amram & Jochebed (Ex.6:20). 
 
⇒ Faith trumps fear. 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,  
 
⇒ Refusal of Faith (vv.24-25) 
 
25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures 
of sin,  
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⇒ Faith supersedes success, position, prestige, power, wealth, freedom from problems. 
 
26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to 
the reward.  
 
⇒ Reproach of Faith (v.26a) … Do we know what it means to bear the reproach of faith? 
 
⇒ Reward of Faith (vv.26b-29) 
 
• Vance Havner (1901-1986), American revivalist:  “Moses chose the imperishable, saw the invisible, 
and did the impossible.” 
 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is 
unseen.  
 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the 
firstborn would not touch them.  
 
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the 
Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.  
 
⇒ Faith delivers us out (v.28) … takes us through (v.29) … brings us in (v.30). 
 
• No mention of the 40 years of “wilderness wanderings” … already referenced in 3:8-11 & 4:3-6. 
Faith records victories, not failures. 
 
30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.  
 
⇒ Faith produces miracles. 
 
• Joshua 2 – 6 2Co.10:4 
 


