
 

Tim Robertson ~ 7/18/2011 1 

 
Hebrews 11:1-7 

Hebrews 11:1-7 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 
⇒ Hebrews has already presented Jesus as superior to the angels (1:4-2:18); superior to Moses 
(3:1-4:13); superior to Aaron, the high priest (4:14-5:10); a superior priesthood (7); a superior 
covenant (8); a superior sanctuary (9); and a superior sacrifice (10) … now, Hebrews presents a 
superior life principle … Faith. 
 
⇒ How is “faith” defined? 
 
• The cynical editor, H.L. Mencken (1880-1956) defined faith as “illogical belief in the occurrence of 
the improbable.” 
 
• Faith is only as good as its object. 
 
• vv.1-3 are not so much about a definition of faith, as they are a description of what faith does, and 
how faith works. 
 
• “True Bible faith is not blind optimism, or a manufactured ‘hope-so’ feeling.  Neither is it an intellectual assent to a 
doctrine.  It is certainly not believing in spite of evidence!  That would be superstition.  True Bible faith is confident 
obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.”  ~ Warren Wiersbe, Be Confident, p. 143 
 
• God speaks … we hear His Word … we trust His Word and act on it … no matter what the 
circumstances are, or the consequences may be. 
 
⇒ How many times is the word “faith” used in this chapter? 25 
 
⇒ Can you identify any synonyms or derivatives of this word used in this chapter? 
 
• “believe” (v.6) “obeyed” (v.8) “faithful” (v.11). 
  
⇒ Identify at least half a dozen results of faith, described in this chapter. 
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
 
• “assurance” (ὑπόστασις) KJV - “substance”; NIV - “confidence” = that which stands under; to 
support, like a foundation to a house.  It was used in ancient documents as evidence of title deeds 
and gave guarantee of ownership.  It refers to the real essence, cf., 1:3 = “nature” 
 
• “conviction” (ἔλεγχος) “evidence” = that by which a thing is proved; proof; can be used in a legal 
sense (“cross examining”), evidence that is accepted for conviction.  Plus, faith extends beyond what 
we learn from our senses, cf., v.3 (Mk.8:14-21). 
 
2 For by it the men of old gained approval.  
 
• “gained approval” (µαρτυρέω) KJV - “obtained a good report”; NIV - “commended” = to affirm 
that one has seen or heard or experienced something.  Cf., vv. 4, 5, 39, then 12:1 (µάρτυς). 
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3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things which are visible.  
 
• Cf., Gen.1:3 Ps.33:6,9; 148:5 Jn.1:1-3 Col.1:16-17 
 
• It all starts with Creation … if we can believe in Creation, then every other faith story is easy to 
believe. 
 
• Cf., 10:39 – One of the best ways to grow in faith is to walk with the faithful. 
 
⇒ Make a list of the members of this “Faithful Hall of Fame” … how many are there? … what did it take for 
them to get inducted?  • 17 by name, untold more by inference. 
 
⇒ Pick one of the members of this faithful “Hall of Fame” and briefly research the Old Testament account of 
his/her life.  Come prepared to share what you discovered. 
 
• In each instance, there are similar elements in their faith response: 

Ø God spoke to them in His Word. 
Ø Their hearts were stirred. 
Ø They obeyed God. 
Ø He bore witness about them. 

 
⇒ Look for specific “spiritual disciplines” practiced by the men and women of faith listed in vv. 4-40. 
 
⇒  In the midst of these stories of faith are deposited nuggets of spiritual truth.  Identify as many as 
possible … “take-aways” that we can apply today as well. 
 
• vv.4-7 – Before the Flood 
 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony 
that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks.  
 
⇒ What do you suppose made Abel’s sacrifice “better” than Cain’s?  (v. 4) • Clue? Heb.12:24 
 
• Gen.4:3-10 – Nothing inherently superior about Abel’s gift, but he was a “righteous man” (Mt. 23:35; 
1Jn.3:12).  In other words, he was righteous before God, and his offering demonstrated his faith.  The 
focus is on Faith, not the specific offering.  Rom.4:4-8  1Sam.15:22-23 
 
⇒ Faith’s impact lasts beyond our lifetime – Ps.22:4; 44:1; 71:18; 78:3-7; 145:4 
 
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; and he was not found because God 
took him up; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.  
 
⇒ What unprecedented thing happened to Enoch?  (v. 5) 
 
• Gen.5:21-24 (Lk.3:37; Jude14) • Js.2:19 – mental assent is not enough. 
 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is 
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  
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⇒                
        
• “believe” (πιστεύω) = to think to be true, to be persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in, Mt.9:28; 
2Tim.1:12. 
 
• Interesting Note: Abel died a violent death, but Enoch never died.  God has a unique plan for each 
one who trusts Him. 
 
7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for 
the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith.  
 
⇒ What results of faith are found in Noah’s life?  (v. 7) 
 
• Gen.6:5-22 (Mt.24:36-39) First man in Bible to be called “righteous” (Gen.6:9). 
 
• “prepared” [built] (κατασκευάζω) = of builders, to construct, erect, with the included idea of 
adorning and equipping with all things necessary; a favorite word for construction of ships. 
 
• Noah’s faith led to the preservation of his entire household during the Flood. 
 
• Upright conduct always stands in opposition to and condemnation of wickedness (Mt.12:41-42; 
Lk.11:31-32; 1Jn.3:12). 
 
• Why was Noah right before God? … He took God at His word; believed God and acted on his belief. 
 
• The “preacher of righteousness” (2Pe.2:5) became the “heir of righteousness.” 
 
• The emphasis in this next section (vv.8-22) is on the promise of God and His plans for Israel. 
 
 


