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Hebrews 11:1-3 

Hebrews 11:1-3 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 
⇒ Hebrews has already presented Jesus as superior to the angels (1:4-2:18); superior to Moses 
(3:1-4:13); superior to Aaron, the high priest (4:14-5:10); a superior priesthood (7); a superior 
covenant (8); a superior sanctuary (9); and a superior sacrifice (10) … now, Hebrews presents a 
superior life principle … Faith. 
 
⇒ How is “faith” defined? 
 
• The cynical editor, H.L. Mencken (1880-1956) defined faith as “illogical belief in the occurrence of 
the improbable.” 
 
• Faith is only as good as its object. 
 
• vv.1-3 are not so much about a definition of faith, as they are a description of what faith does, and 
how faith works. 
 
• “True Bible faith is not blind optimism, or a manufactured ‘hope-so’ feeling.  Neither is it an intellectual assent to a 
doctrine.  It is certainly not believing in spite of evidence!  That would be superstition.  True Bible faith is confident 
obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.”  ~ Warren Wiersbe, Be Confident, p. 143 
 
• God speaks … we hear His Word … we trust His Word and act on it … no matter what the 
circumstances are, or the consequences may be. 
 
⇒ How many times is the word “faith” used in this chapter? 25 
 
⇒ Can you identify any synonyms or derivatives of this word used in this chapter? 
 
• “believe” (v.6) “obeyed” (v.8) “faithful” (v.11). 
  
⇒ Identify at least half a dozen results of faith, described in this chapter. 
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
 
• “assurance” (ὑπόστασις) KJV - “substance”; NIV - “confidence” = that which stands under; to 
support, like a foundation to a house.  It was used in ancient documents as evidence of title deeds 
and gave guarantee of ownership.  It refers to the real essence, cf., 1:3 = “nature” 
 
• “conviction” (ἔλεγχος) “evidence” = that by which a thing is proved; proof; can be used in a legal 
sense (“cross examining”), evidence that is accepted for conviction.  Plus, faith extends beyond what 
we learn from our senses, cf., v.3 (Mk.8:14-21). 
 
2 For by it the men of old gained approval.  
 
• “gained approval” (µαρτυρέω) KJV - “obtained a good report”; NIV - “commended” = to affirm 
that one has seen or heard or experienced something.  Cf., vv. 4, 5, 39, then 12:1 (µάρτυς). 
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3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things which are visible.  
 
• Cf., Gen.1:3 Ps.33:6,9; 148:5 Jn.1:1-3 Col.1:16-17 
 
• Cf., 10:39 – One of the best ways to grow in faith is to walk with the faithful. 
 
⇒ Pick one of the members of this faithful “Hall of Fame” and briefly research the Old Testament account of 
his/her life.  Come prepared to share what you discovered. 
  


