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Hebrews 9:1-5 

Hebrews 9:1-5 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 

⇒ Read Leviticus 16:1-34 for the O.T. background. 
 
1 Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary.  
 
• “covenant” (διαθήκη) cf. 7:22 = a disposition, arrangement, of any sort, which one wishes to be 
valid, the last disposition which one makes of his earthly possessions after his death; connotes last 
will & testament; first occurrence of 21x in Hebrews. 
 
⇒ What did the various elements of the O.T. tabernacle worship signify?  (9:2-5) 
 
• The Scriptures devote more space to the description of the Tabernacle than any other single subject 
(Ex.25-31; 35-40). 
 
• Many people consider the Law from the perspective of the Ten Commandments; but Hebrews 
approaches the Law from the viewpoint of its place of worship and its priesthood. 
 
2 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table 
and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  
 
• “outer one” – 
 
• “lampstand” – Ex.25:31-39; 37:17-24 
 
• “table & sacred bread” – Ex.25:23-30; 37:10-16 
 
• “holy place” – 
 
3 Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies,  
 
• “second veil” – Ex.26:36-37; 36:37; Mt.27:51 
 
• “Holy of Holies” – 
 
4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in 
which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the 
covenant;  
 
• “golden altar of incense” – “censer” (θυµιατήριον) = a utensil for burning incense, 2Chron.26:19; 
Ezek.8:11 
 
• “ark of the covenant” – Ex.25:10-18; 26:33 
 
• “manna” – Ex.16:33-34 
 
• “Aaron’s rod” – Num.17:8-11 
 
• “tables of the covenant” – Ex.25:16-21; 40:20 
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5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail.  
 
⇒ In the days of the Hebrew tabernacle, God’s very presence dwelled in the Holy of Holies.  Today, He dwells 
within us.  Enumerate some practical ways that the Israelites’ experience with God was different from ours. 
 
⇒ As a dwelling place for God, what were some limitations to the O.T. tabernacle?  What are some limitations 
in our lives as dwelling places for God?  
 


