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Hebrews 9:1-28 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 

⇒ Read Leviticus 16:1-34 for the O.T. background. 
 
1 Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary.  
 
• “covenant” (διαθήκη) cf. 7:22 = a disposition, arrangement, of any sort, which one wishes to be 
valid, the last disposition which one makes of his earthly possessions after his death; connotes last 
will & testament; first occurrence of 21x in Hebrews. 
 
⇒ What did the various elements of the O.T. tabernacle worship signify?  (9:2-5) 
 
• The Scripturess devote more space to the description of the Tabernacle than any other single 
subject (Ex.25-31; 35-40). 
 
• Many people consider the Law from the perspective of the Ten Commandments; but Hebrews 
approaches the Law from the viewpoint of its place of worship and its priesthood. 
 
2 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table 
and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  
 
• “outer one” – 
 
• “lampstand” – Ex.25:31-39; 37:17-24 
 
• “table & sacred bread” – Ex.25:23-30; 37:10-16 
 
• “holy place” – 
 
3 Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies,  
 
• “second veil” – Ex.26:36-37; 36:37; Mt.27:51 
 
• “Holy of Holies” – 
 
4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in 
which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which budded, and the tables of the 
covenant;  
 
• “golden altar of incense” – “censer” (θυµιατήριον) = a utensil for burning incense, 2Chron.26:19; 
Ezek.8:11 
 

Ø Incense may be viewed as synonymous with prayers, Ps.141:2; Rev.5:8; 8:3-4 
 
• “ark of the covenant” – Ex.25:10-18; 26:33 
 

Ø 3 ft. 9 in. long  x  2 ft. 3 in. wide  x  2 ft. 3 in. high 
 
• “manna” – Ex.16:33-34 
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• “Aaron’s rod” – Num.17:8-11 
 
• “tables of the covenant” – Ex.25:16-21; 40:20 
 
5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail.  
 
⇒ In the days of the Hebrew tabernacle, God’s very presence dwelled in the Holy of Holies.  Today, He dwells 
within us.  Enumerate some practical ways that the Israelites’ experience with God was different from ours. 
 
⇒ As a dwelling place for God, what were some limitations to the O.T. tabernacle?  What are some limitations 
in our lives as dwelling places for God?  
 
5 Reasons Why O.T. Tabernacle Was Inferior:  9:1-10 

Ø Earthly,       v.1 
Ø Type of something greater,     vv.2-5 
Ø Inaccessible to people (it belonged to Jews only),  vv.6-7 
Ø Temporary,       v.8 
Ø Ministry was external, not internal,   vv.9-10 

 
6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer 
tabernacle performing the divine worship,     cf., 7:27 
 
7 but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers 
for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.  
 
8 The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed 
while the outer tabernacle is still standing,  
 
⇒ In your own words, what does 9:8 mean? 
 
9 which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which 
cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  
 
• “conscience” – cf. v.14 
 
10 since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed 
until a time of reformation.  
 
⇒ What is the “time of reformation” in 9:10? 
 
• διόρθωσις = a making straight, restoring to its natural and normal condition something which in 
some way protrudes or has gotten out of line, as broken or misshapen limbs.  The coming of Christ 
involved a complete reshaping of the structure of Israel’s religion. 
 
⇒ Describe the differences and the efficiency in the sacrifice of Jesus.  (9:11-14) 
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5 Reasons Why Heavenly Sanctuary Is Superior:  9:11-28 
Ø Heavenly,    v.11 (cf., 8:2) 
Ø Effectively deals with sin,  vv.12-15 (Jn.1:29) 
Ø Based on a costly sacrifice, vv.16-23 
Ø Ministry represents fulfillment, v.24 
Ø Final and complete,   vv.25-28                             

 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  
 
• cf., Ac.7:46-50, Stephen’s speech.  There is no special place on earth where God dwells, Isa.57:15; 
66:1-2; Jn.4:19-24, Jesus w/the woman at well in Samaria. 
 
12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy 
place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  
 
• Through Jesus’ own blood; once for all; resulting in eternal redemption. 
 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled 
sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  
 
• Animal blood provided only a temporary covering:  bulls for the priests; goats for the people; ashes 
of a red heifer for corpse uncleanness (Num.19:1-22). 
 
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  
 

Ø The means of cleansing is the blood of Jesus 
Ø The basis of cleansing was the voluntary death of Jesus 
Ø The object of cleansing is to purge the conscience from dead works of the Levitical system 
Ø The goal of cleansing is to serve the living God. 

 
15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for 
the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who 
have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  
 
⇒ What does 9:15 indicate about how O.T. people were saved? 
 
• Jn.8:56 – Jesus on Abraham; cf. Heb.11:8-19.  The blood of animal sacrifices did not remove the 
sins of O.T. saints, only covered them.  Also, Mk.14:24; 1Cor.11:25. 
 
3 Reasons why Messiah must die: 

Ø A covenant demands death, vv.16-17 
Ø Forgiveness demands blood, vv.18-26 
Ø Judgment demands a substitute, vv.27-28 

 
16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it.  
 
17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made 
it lives.  
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⇒ Why is a “covenant valid only when men are dead”?  (9:17) 
 
18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.  
 
19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, 
he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people,  
 
20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you.” 
 
• Ex.24:1-8 
 
21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the 
blood.  
 
22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  
 
⇒ What does 9:22 teach about the priority of “blood”? • “blood” is mentioned 6x in vv.18-22. 
 
• Necessity of blood, Lev.17:11 
 
23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  
 
3 Tenses of Salvation: 

Ø Appearing now in heaven for us,  v.24 
Ø Appeared to put away sin on the cross, v.26 
Ø Will appear to take us home,  v.28 

 
24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  
 
⇒ How many times did Jesus offer Himself as a sacrifice?  (9:25-28)  Why is this significant? 
 
25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year 
with blood that is not his own.  
 
26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once 
at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  
 
27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  
 
28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for 
salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 
 
“The Gospel is that God connects to you, not on the basis of what you’ve done (or haven’t done), but on the 
basis of what Jesus has done, in history, for you.  And that makes it absolutely different from every other 
religion or philosophy” (Timothy Keller, King’s Cross, p. 16). 


