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Hebrews 10:6-31 

Hebrews 10:6-31 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 
6 in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. 
 
• See also 1Sam.15:22-23; Ps.51:16-17; Jer.6:19-20; Hos.6:6 
 
7 “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do Your will, O 
God.’” 
 
• Jesus in Jn.4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 17:4 
 
8 After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You 
have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the Law),  
 
• Can you tell that God is not impressed with our “sacrifices”? 
 
9 then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will.”  He takes away the first in order to establish the 
second.  
 
• 7:18, 22 
 
10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 
11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins;  
 
• 7:27 
 
12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, 
 
• 1:3; 8:1 
 
13 waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 
 
• 1:13 
 
14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
 
• 7:28 
 
15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,  
 
• 8:10-12 
 
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws 
upon their heart, and on their mind I will write them,” He then says,  
 
17 “and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 
 
18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.  
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• Since Jesus offered a superior sacrifice and complete forgiveness of sins, what further need is there 
for Levitical sacrifices? 
 

v This begins “Our Response” section of Hebrews. 
 
⇒ vv.19-25 – A 3-fold, gracious invitation … all one sentence in Greek. 
 
19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  
 
⇒ Unpack in your own words what it means to … “enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus.” • We are on 
a similar plane of privilege as the OT high priest! 
 
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  
 
• “new” (πρόσφατος) = “freshly killed” 
 
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
 
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  
 
⇒ … “draw near with a sincere heart.” • cf., 4:16 • present imperative = continue drawing near 
 
• O.T. priests had to meticulously prepare to enter the tabernacle (Ex.30:18-21; Lev.16).  
∴Fellowship with God demands purity, 1Jn.1:5-2:2 
 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  
 
⇒ … “hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering.” • cf., 4:14; 6:11-12,18-20 
 
• “Hope” focuses on the future, not on the past … the old covenant, etc.  Looking back causes our 
faith to waver. 
 
24 and let us consider how to stimulate (spur, stimulate, incite, provoke, stir up) one another to 
love and good deeds,  
 
• Amplified: “And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over one another, 
studying how we may stir up (stimulate and incite) to love and helpful deeds and noble activities,” 
 
• “stimulate” (παροξυσµός) = a strong term used only one other time in NT – Ac.15:39 = “sharp 
disagreement” … ∴ “irritation.”  Do we sufficiently “irritate,” “provoke,” “stimulate” each other? 
 
• The emphasis is not on what we get from fellowship with other believers, but rather on what we 
contribute.  We are more apt to do #2 (v.23) when we practice #3 (v.24). 
  
• Faith, Hope, Love – 1Cor.13:13 
 
⇒ … “consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.” 
⇒ How can we “stir up love and good works” in others? 
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25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.  
 
⇒ vv. 26-31 – A solemn exhortation, in opposition to the previous section. 
 
26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 
a sacrifice for sins,  
 
⇒ This is the 4th of the 5 warnings/exhortations in Hebrews: 

Ø When we drift from the Word (2:1-4) 
Ø We will soon doubt the Word (3:7-4:13) 
Ø Then become dull & lazy toward the Word (5:11-6:20) 
Ø Which results in despising the Word (10:26-31) 

 
⇒ How do you define “sinning willfully” (v. 26) in today’s language? … use modern-day examples. 
⇒ Those who sin willfully are guilty of what three things? 
 
• Not dealing with one particular act of sin, but with an attitude that leads to habitual disobedience. 
 
27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 
 
28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.  
 
• Under the old covenant, there were no sacrifices for deliberate and willful sins (Ex.21:12-14; 
Num.15:27-31).  Presumptuous sinners who despised Mosaic law and broke it were executed 
(Dt.17:1-7).  This explains why David prayed as he did in Psalm 51. 
  
29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son 
of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
insulted the Spirit of grace?  
 
• “trampled under foot” (καταπατέω) = to tread down (Mt.5:13; 7:6; Lk.8:5; 12:1).  ∴Denoted 
contempt of the most flagrant kind. 
 
• Dr. William Culbertson, former president of Moody Bible Institute, in Chicago, referred to the “sad 
consequences of forgiven sins”:  2Sam.12:7-15; Mk.3:29; 1Jn.5:16; 1Co.11:30; Ac.5:1-11. 
 
30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.”  And again, “The Lord will judge His 
people.” • Dt.32:35-36 
 
31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  
 
⇒ Why is it “a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”? 
 
• Nearly 270 years ago, Jonathan Edwards (July 8, 1741) preached, “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God.”  Verse 31 is frequently used as a warning to the ungodly, but its primary application is to 
the people of God! 
 
• David in 2Sam.24:1-17, esp. 14; 1Chron.21:1-17, esp. 13. 


