
 

Tim Robertson ~ 4/25/2011 

 
Hebrews 8:1-13 

Hebrews 8:1-13 (NASB) Teaching Notes 
 
⇒ How does Hebrews 8 demonstrate the superiority of the “new covenant” over the “old covenant”? 
 
The Superiority of Jesus Christ’s Priestly Ministry (8:1–10:18) 

Ø Christ as our High Priest ministers in a superior sanctuary, by a better covenant, built upon 
better promises. 

v Through a Better Covenant    (8:1–13) 
§ Ministered by a superior High Priest  (8:1-2) 
§ Mediated in a preeminent place   (8:3-5) 
§ Founded on better promises   (8:6-13) 

v In a Superior Sanctuary     (9:1–12) 
v By a Better Sacrifice     (9:13–10:18) 

 
1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His 
seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,  
 
• “main point” (κεφάλαιον) = the principal or capital, as distinguished from the interest, on a sum of 
money. 
 
⇒ What is the significance about the statement, “… who has taken His seat …”?  Cf., 1:3; 10:11 and 
Revelation 3:21. 
 
• There were no chairs in the OT tabernacle or temple.  Jesus work is finished … now enthroned 
(Ps.110:1).  In addition, OT priests did not sit on thrones. 
 
2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.  
 
• “minister” (λειτουργός) = implies activity, not merely status. 
 
• “true” (ἀληθινός) = genuine, of effective value; that which has not only the name and resemblance, 
but the real nature corresponding to the name, in every respect corresponding to the idea signified by 
the name; real. 
 
• The very place of Jesus’ ministry is significant.  The “crowning affirmation” in these first two verses 
is that Jesus is in heaven, ministering on our behalf. 
 
3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high 
priest also have something to offer.  • The verb tense here is once for all. 
 
• Prescribed to offer in a specific place, Dt.12:13-14; Cf., Heb.9:14 
 
• But Jesus is not continually (repeatedly) offering Himself, cf. 7:27. 
 
4 Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts 
according to the Law;  
 
• Jesus was not accepted as a priest in the earthly temple because of his pedigree, but He ministers 
in the preeminent heavenly temple. 
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• Some scholars believe this verse implies that priestly sacrifices were currently being carried out in 
the temple in Jerusalem.  By the way, if this is true, would not the veil (ripped asunder at Jesus’ 
crucifixion) had to have been repaired or replaced? 
 
5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he 
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “See,” He says, “That you make all things according to the 
pattern which was shown you on the mountain.” 
 
• “copy” (ὑπόδειγµα) = a sign suggestive of anything, delineation of a thing, representation, figure. 
 
• “shadow” (σκιά) = an image cast by an object and representing the form of that object. 
 
• “pattern” (τύπος) = the mark of a stroke or blow, print; a type is an OT picture of an NT truth; a 
mere model that reflects another reality.  ∴ An astute reader of the Old Testament should be able to 
deduce from the instructions that Moses received that the earthly tabernacle was never intended as 
an end in itself.  Cf., Ex.25:40. 
Why live in a “blueprint” or scale model, instead of in the original? 
 
6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a 
better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.  
 
⇒ Why do we need a “mediator”?  • 1Tim.2:3-6 
 
• “mediator” (µεσίτης) = one who intervenes between two, either in order to make or restore peace 
and friendship, or form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant; an arbitrator. 
 
⇒ What makes this covenant “better”? 
 
• It consists of better promises: 

- The implanting of God’s law in human hearts (cf., Dt.6:6-9). 
- The knowledge of God as a matter of personal experience (Judg.2:10) … in the OT, 

knowledge of God frequently connotes acknowledgment of His holiness AND obedience to 
His will. 

- The blotting out of sins (cf., Isa.43:25; 44:22). 
 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a 
second.  
 
• “for” (γάρ) – signals that now the author is describing why the New Covenant is better.  When the 
New Covenant was announced by Jeremiah (ca 586 BC), it was stated in the context of God's wrath 
for covenant unfaithfulness (e.g., Jer.30:23-24).  Jerusalem and the temple were being destroyed by 
the Babylonians, yet God chose to announce His intention to institute a new covenant with the people 
(i.e., a covenant to replace the Mosaic Covenant, presently in operation).  The destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple (and their subsequent exile from the land) represented God's discipline for 
Israel’s covenant unfaithfulness.  In Jer. 31:22 God calls the people, "O faithless daughter."  In Deut. 
28 & 29, God had announced the "curses" (measures of discipline) He would pour out on His people 
if they were unfaithful to the covenant made at Mt. Sinai.  Although these would vary in intensity, the 
pinnacle of the curses would be an invasion by a foreign army, along with the exile from the land 
altogether.  For the southern kingdom of Judah, that moment came in Jeremiah's day. God chose that 
occasion, the lowest moment of despair for Israel in the Old Testament, to announce that a new 
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covenant would be instituted with them at some future point.  The destruction of Jerusalem by 
Babylon in Jeremiah's day was the primary evidence that the Lord had found fault with His people. 
After over 800 years of trying to live under the Old Covenant, it was apparent that the people had 
failed.  By the witness of their own Scriptures, these Jewish believers, to whom the author of Hebrews 
wrote, should know that the Old Covenant was destined for replacement. 
 
8 For finding fault with them, He says, “Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, when I will effect a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; 
 
• “finding fault” – Jer.7:24-26. 
 
• “I will” occurs 7x in vv. 8-12. 
 
9 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; for they did not continue in my covenant, and I did not care for 
them, says the Lord. 
 
10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:  I 
will put my laws into their minds, and I will write them on their hearts.  And I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 
 
⇒ In what ways will this “new covenant” affect the heart? … be specific.  Cf., Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:26-27; 
John 14:16-17; 2 Corinthians 3:2-6. 
 
⇒ How have you personally experienced this promise? 
 
11 “and they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ for all will know Me, from the least to the greatest of them.” 
 
12 “For I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 
 
• “remember” (µιµνῄσκοµαι) = For the Hebrew, “remembering” was more than a mere mental effort; 
it carried with it the thought of doing something to take advantage (or disadvantage) of the person 
remembered.  ∴If people’s sins are remembered by God, then His holiness must take action against 
them; but if they are NOT remembered, it is because His grace has determined to forgive them – not 
in spite of His holiness, but in harmony with it. 
 
13 When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete.  But whatever is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.  
 
• “disappear” (ἀφανισµός) = used in classical Greek of legislation which becomes inoperative 
because it is no longer relevant to the changed circumstances. 
 
⇒ When did the old sacrificial system cease, or become “obsolete”?  Cf., Matthew 27:50-51; Mark 15:37-39; Luke 
23:44-46. 
 
⇒ Would you view sin differently if you were required to still bring animal sacrifices to a priest on an ongoing basis? 
 
⇒ How will this “new covenant” help you share with someone who is trying to earn God’s favor?  Cf., John 1:17; 
Galatians 3:13-29; 1 Timothy 2:5. 


