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Hebrews 7:11-28 

Hebrews 7:11-28 (NASB) Notes 
 
11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the 
Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, 
and not be designated according to the order of Aaron?  
 
⇒ How do you answer the question posed in v. 11? 
 
• “another” (ἕτερος) = one not of the same nature, form, class, or kind. 
 
• Jesus is not merely greater than Aaron, but He replaced Aaron!  His priesthood is not exercised on 
earth; it belongs to the eternal order, not the material world. 
 
12 For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.  
 
⇒ Describe the “change of law” mentioned in v. 12 … see also vv. 18, 19. 
 
• Cf., Jer.31:31-34 Mt.5:17 Lk.22:20 1Cor.11:25 
 
13 For the one concerning whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one 
has officiated at the altar.  
 
⇒ If Jesus is not qualified for the Levitical priesthood based on genealogy (vv. 13-14), then what qualifies Him 
to be our High Priest? … see also vv. 15-17, 20-21, 28. 
 
14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses 
spoke nothing concerning priests.  
 
• Cf., Jesus’ genealogy – Mt.1 … cf., Lev.21:7,13-15. 
 
15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek,  
 
16 who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the 
power of an indestructible life.   Cf., Rom.1:4 
 
17 For it is attested of Him, “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
18 For, on the one hand, there is a setting aside of a former commandment because of its weakness 
and uselessness  
 
• “setting aside” (ἀθέτησις) = cancellation, abolition, disannulling, put away, rejection; also 9:26. 
 
• Cf., 10:1-3  Gal.3:19-(24)-4:7 Col.2:13-14 We are set free from the Law, Ga..5:16. 
We are dead to the law, Rom.7:1-4. 
 
• What then constrains/controls us? 2Cor.5:14 Eph.6:6 Rom.8:1-4 
 
19 (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, 
through which we draw near to God.  
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• Opposite of the Levitical priesthood which held the people at bay from God’s presence. 
 
• “draw near” (ἐγγίζω) = to bring near, to join one thing to another; to draw or come near to, to 
approach; cf., 10:19-22.  Applies to Gentiles, too – Eph.2:13. 
 
20 And inasmuch as it was not without an oath  
 
• vv. 20-22 are one long sentence in Greek. 
 
21 (for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to 
Him, “The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever’”); 
 
• Ps.110:4 
 
22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.  
 
⇒ What makes the covenant of Jesus “better” (v. 22) … see also vv. 19b, 25 … and His priesthood 
superior?  (vv. 26-27) 
 

v Superior priesthood because of the Divine Oath  vv.20-22 
v Superior priesthood because of its Permanence  vv.23-25 
v Superior priesthood because of the Character of Jesus vv. 26-28 

 
• “guarantee” (ἔγγυος) = a surety or sponsor; one who guarantees that the terms of an agreement 
will be carried out (e.g., a bondsman who posts bail). 
 
• “covenant” (διαθήκη) = a disposition, arrangement, of any sort, which one wishes to be valid, the 
last disposition which one makes of his earthly possessions after his death; connotes last will & 
testament; first occurrence of 21x in Hebrews.  Jesus even “probates” His own will! 
 
23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by 
death from continuing, 
 
• Cf., Num.20:28, the death of Aaron.  Josephus (Antiquities, 20.227) estimated that 83 high priests 
officiated from Aaron to A.D. 70. 
 
24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently.  
 
• “permanently” (ἀπαράβατος) = unviolated, not to be violated, inviolable; unchangeable and 
therefore not liable to pass to a successor; valid and unalterable; used at the end of legal contracts. 
 
• Contrast with age restrictions of the Levitical priesthood – Num.8:23-25.  Cf. v.3. 
 
25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.  
 
• He lives continuously to intercede, cf., 2:17f and 4:15f.  Rom.8:33f ~ Isa.53:12 ~ Lk.12:8 ~ Ac.7:56 
Jesus’ high priestly prayer - John 17:9,11,13,15,17,20,21,24   ~  Rev.5:6-14 
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26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from 
sinners and exalted above the heavens;  
 
• “holy” (ὅσιος) = undefiled by sin, free from wickedness, religiously observing every moral 
obligation, pure, holy, pious; Ac.2:27; 13:35.  Derived from O.T. (chaciyd), Ps.16:10, which refers to 
being loyal to covenant obligations.   
 
• “innocent” (ἄκακος) = without guile or fraud, harmless, free from guilt. 
 
• “undefiled” (ἀµίαντος) = not defiled, unsoiled; free from that by which the nature of a thing is 
deformed and debased, or its force and vigor impaired. 
 
• “separated” (χωρίζω) – He lived among sinners, ate with sinners, received sinners, known as a 
friend to sinners, yet set apart from sinners in a different class. 
 
27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and 
then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.  
 
• “offered up Himself” – cf., Mk.10:45; 14:24 
 
28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after 
the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.  
 
⇒ What does it mean for you personally that Jesus Christ is our High Priest forever?  (vv. 17, 21, 24-25, 28) 
 
⇒ How will these truths revealed in Hebrews 7 give you more confidence to draw near to God in any and every 
circumstance? 


