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Hebrews 6:13-20 

Hebrews 6:13-20 (NASB) Notes 
 
 

v 6:13-20 ~ The Basis for Spiritual Security (*This section is filled with legal terminology.) 
Ø 13-15  God’s Promise 
Ø 16-18  God’s Oath 
Ø 19-20  God’s Son 

 
• Many of God’s promises do not depend on our character, but on His faithfulness. 
 
13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore 
by Himself,  
 
⇒ Why is Abraham introduced in 6:13? • As an example to imitate (ch.11); he is the prototype of 
faithful endurance; plus, he played a role in the story of Melchizedek. 
 
⇒ What was the “promise” made to Abraham? • Gen.12:1-3; 22:15-18 
 
• “swear” (ὀµνύω) = to affirm, promise.  Also v.16.  God swears by Himself … He is bound to His 
word by His character. 
 
• Today, we have more of God’s promises than Abraham knew about. 
 
14 saying, “I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply you.”  
 
• KJV ~ “saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.”  Hebraic form for 
emphasis. 
 
15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.  
 
• “patiently waited” (µακροθυµέω) = to persevere patiently and bravely in enduring misfortunes and 
troubles; opposite of “sluggish” in v.12. 
 
• Abraham was 75 years old when God promised him a son (Gen.12:4; 17).  Isaac was born 25 years 
after the original promise (Gen.21:5).  Abraham’s grandchildren were then born 60 years later 
(Gen.25:26); 15 years before his death (Gen.25:7)! 
 
16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is 
an end of every dispute.  
 
• “oath” (ὅρκος) = that which has been pledged or promised.  See Num.23:19. 
 
• “As (surely as) Yahweh lives” was the supreme oath in Israel.  Abraham swore by God (Gen.14:22; 
21:23; 24:3).  See also Ps.110:4 again. 
 
• “confirmation” (βεβαίωσις) = technical expression for a legal guarantee in a business transaction. 
 
• “dispute” (ἀντιλογία) = legal opposition, contradiction. 
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17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,  
 
• “desiring” (βούλοµαι) = to will deliberately; a desire based upon the reasoning faculties, not 
emotions. 
 
• “to show” (ἐπιδείκνυµι) = to set forth proof (e.g., Apollos in Acts18:28). 
 
⇒ Who are the “heirs of the promise” mentioned in 6:17? • Heb.11:9; Gal.3:29 
 
• “unchangeableness” (ἀµετάθετος) (KJV – immutability) = Compound word meaning “NOT to 
change place, transfer, or transpose.”  Used in wills and contracts to signify a stipulation that cannot 
be disregarded or annulled.  ∴ God will not change His position on His promise.  
 
• “interposed” (µεσιτεύω) = to act as a mediator between litigating or covenanting parties; then to 
furnish a guarantee between these two parties. 
 
∴ God mediated, or came in between man and Himself, through the oath by Himself. 
 
18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken 
refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.  
 
• “things” (πρᾶγµα) = that which has been done, a deed, an accomplished fact; in business, a 
commercial transaction; or, a matter of law, a case, or suit. 
 
• “refuge” – refers back to the cities of refuge (Num.35:9ff; Dt.4:41-42; Josh.20:9).  Six cities, three 
on each side of the Jordan River. 
 
• We are moored to an immoveable object. 
 
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which 
enters within the veil,  
 
“anchor of the soul” (ἄγκυρα ψυχή) = popular symbol in early Christendom; at least 66 pictures of 
anchors found in catacombs beneath Rome. 
 
• In Hebrews, “hope” is not a subjective attitude, but the objective content of present and future 
salvation, cf., Col.1:5; 1Tim.1:1. 
⇒ Reflect on a specific instance when “the hope set before us” has been “an anchor of the soul” in your life. 
 
• “sure” (ἀσφαλής) = NOT to make totter; firm. 
 
• “steadfast” (βέβαιος) = sustaining one’s steps in going; secure; not breaking down when put under 
stress or strain. 
 
∴ Sufficient stability and firmness not to be moved. 
 
⇒ What is the “veil” referred to in 6:19? • Lev.16:2,12,15 
 
• Where is this hope? 
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20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to 
the order of Melchizedek.
 
• “forerunner” (πρόδροµος) = used of advance military scouts; first ships in a fleet; early ripened fruit 
(Num.13:20; Isa.28:4); swiftest runner in a race.  Denotes precedence.  This is a new concept, not 
found in the Levitical priesthood. 


