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Hebrews 6:1-12 

Hebrews 6:1-12 (NASB) Notes 
 
⇒ Chuck Missler (Koinonia House) claims that there are no fewer than 16 different views on this passage by 
various commentators! 
⇒ Examine Numbers 14 in preparation for understanding this chapter. 
 
• Views: 

v Is the author delineating differences between Judaism and Christianity; between unsaved 
Jews in Judaism and redeemed Jews in Christianity? 

 
v Is the author describing a hypothetical case to prove his point?  Note the changes in personal 

pronouns from vv. 1-3 (us, we), to vv. 4-6 (those, them), then back to vv. 9-12 (we). 
 

v Is the author describing immature believers who risk losing rewards at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ? 

 
• Bottom Line:  Approach (and leave) this passage with fear and trembling.  Cf., 10:26-39 
 
1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not 
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,  
 
• Instead of providing more of the “milk” of 5:12-13, he urges them on to maturity.  Present passive 
tense = “be continually carried along.”  It is normal for Christians to grow … abnormal to have 
arrested growth.  Continuance in the faith is a test of the reality of that faith.  It is impossible to stand 
still in the Christian life.  This section should not be minimized, nor unduly exaggerated. 
 
⇒ What are some of the ingredients in the “elementary teaching about the Christ”?  Cf., 5:12 
 
• Each of these six foundational truths had their place in orthodox Judaism, too. 
 
2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and 
eternal judgment.   9:10 
 
• “washings” (βαπτισµός) – causes confusion … probably not baptism (as we define it), but 
ceremonial washings prescribed by the O.T. sacrificial system. 
 
3 And this we will do, if God permits.  
 
• Salvation requires God’s enablement, cf., Jn.6:44, 60-66. 
 
⇒ What kind of person is described by the components in 6:4-5?  • Christian?  Unbeliever? … ? 
 
4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift 
and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,  (3:1,14) 
 
• “once been enlightened” (ἅπαξ φωτισθέντας) = once for all.  “Enlightened” sometimes referred to 
Christian baptism in early church history. 
 
• “tasted” – Simon Magus, Ac.8:9-24 Parable of Soils, Mt.13:1-9, 18-23; Mk.4:3-8, 13-20 
(1Co.3:5-23) 
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5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,  
 
6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again 
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.  
 
• “fallen away” (παραπίπτω) = to fall alongside; slip aside, turn aside, deviate, wander.  Used only 
here.  Cf., 3:12; Ezek.18:24-32. 
 
• “impossible” (ἀδύνατος) = without strength, powerless, impotent … ∴ incapable. 
 
• “crucify” and “put” are present participles, indicating ongoing, continuous action. 
 
⇒ What happens with these persons?  Can these readers lose their salvation?  How will this passage impact 
your views of Eternal Security? 
 
7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for 
whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God;  
 
⇒ Of what does the metaphor in 6:7-8 remind you? 
 
• Cf., Isa.5:1-7 
 
8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being 
burned.  
 
• “worthless” (ἀδόκιµος) = not standing the test, not approved; used of metals and coins; that which 
does not prove itself such as it ought; unfit for, unproved, spurious, reprobate. 
Cf., Ro.1:28 (depraved); 2Co.13:5 (fail the test); 2Tim.3:8 (rejected); Tit.1:16. 
 
⇒ What is the “Big Idea” (main point) contained in 5:11-6:8? 
 
• “Perseverance of the saints” comes from God, not our best efforts.  Cf., Jn.5:24; 6:37; 10:26-30; 
Rom.8:28-39; 1Pe.1:3-5. 
 
• There is a “sin unto death” – 1Cor.11:30-32 and 1Jn.5:16-17. 
 
⇒ How does the author shift his teaching, starting with 6:9? 
 
9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we are speaking in this way.  
 
• “beloved” (ἀγαπητός) = the only occurrence in Hebrews. 
 
10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His 
name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  
 
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of 
hope until the end,  
 
⇒ What is required to realize “the full assurance of hope until the end”? 
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12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises.  
 
⇒ The same word (νωθρός = to have no push; sluggish) is used in 6:12 that was used in 5:11 for “dull of 
hearing.” What remedies are identified in 6:11-12 for this condition? 
 
• “imitators” – cf., 13:7, plus anticipates ch.11.
 


