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Hebrews 5:1-6 

Hebrews 5:1-6 (NASB) 
 
1 For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to 
God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins;  
 
⇒ What is the significance of priests being appointed “from among men”?  (v. 1)  Hint: Compare to the 
discussion about angels in chapters 1 & 2. 
 
2 he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness;  
 
• “deal gently” (µετριοπαθέω) = to be affected moderately or in due measure; to preserve 
moderation in the passions, esp. anger or grief; of one who is not unduly disturbed by the errors, 
faults, sins of others, but bears them gently. 
 
• “beset” (περίκειµαι) = to lie around; to be compassed with, have round one. 
 
3 and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself.  
 
• Lev.16:11; Heb.9:7 
 
4 And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron 
was.  
 
⇒ How was a High Priest selected in O.T. times?  See Exodus 28:1-3; Numbers 16:1-40; 1 Samuel 16:1-3. 
 
• Examples of O.T. men “appointing” (usurping) themselves as priests: 

- Korah, Num.16 
- King Saul, 1Sam.13 
- King Uzziah, 2Chron.26:16-21 

 
• Aaron chosen from among men, to minister to/for men. 
 
• Interesting note:  We are designated as priests, 1Pe.2:9. 
 
5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  Ps.2:7 
 
• No other N.T. writer refers to Jesus as a High Priest. 
 
⇒ What O.T. scriptures are quoted in vv. 5 & 6? 
 
• cf., Ac.13:33-34 Refers to His resurrection. 
 
6 just as He says also in another passage, “You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.” Ps.110:4 
 
⇒ Who is Melchizedek?  Hint: Genesis 14:17-24; Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 7:1-3. 
 
• “King of Righteousness” and “King of Salem” (peace).  He was a priest and a king!
 


