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Hebrews 2:1-9 

Hebrews 2:1-9 (NASB) 
 
⇒ See “5 Characteristics” handout.   ⇒ Jesus is greater than the angels. 
 
1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not 
drift away from it.  
 
⇒ For what reason(s)? 
 
• “we” – written to believers b/c he includes himself. 
 
• “pay much closer attention” (περισσοτέρως προσέχειν) = to bring a ship to land; to turn the mind 
to; to be attentive; to apply one's self to; to devote thought and effort to; beyond measure, 
extraordinary; greatly, exceedingly. 
 
• “drift away” (παραρυῶµεν) = to glide by; carried by; pass by.  Cf., Heb.6:19 
 
⇒ What causes “drifting” in the Christian life? 
 
2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just penalty,  
 
⇒ What is the “word spoken through angels”?  Angelic mediation of the law is not recorded in the O.T., 
c.f., Dt.33:2; Paul in Gal.3:19; Stephen in Ac.7:53 
 
• “transgression” = sins of commission  “disobedience” = sins of ommission 
 
3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?  After it was at the first spoken through the 
Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,  
 
⇒ Escape what? 
 
• “neglect” (ἀµελήσαντες) = careless.  Not rejection, but careless neglect. 
 
⇒ When are we guilty of “careless neglect”? 
 
• “first spoken through the Lord” – reminiscent of Paul in 1Co.11:23 
 
• “confirmed to us by those who heard” – reminiscent of Luke in Lk.1:1-2 
 
4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of 
the Holy Spirit according to His own will.  
 
• “signs and wonders” – used 11x in N.T.  Ac.2:43 
 
• “gifts” – Ro.12:6; 1Co.12:4-7; Eph.4:7,11-13 
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.  
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6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, (Ps.8:4-8) “What is man, that you remember him?  Or the 
son of man, that you are concerned about him? 
 
7 “You have made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and 
honor, and have appointed him over the works of your hands; 
 
8 “You have put all things in subjection under his feet.”  For in subjecting all things to him, He left 
nothing that is not subject to him.  But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.  
 
• Gen.1:26-31 
 
⇒ Why aren’t we experiencing these things right now? 
 
9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because 
of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste 
death for everyone.  
 
• Phil.2:8-11 
 
vv. 5-9  ∴ Jesus’ humanity enabled Him to regain man’s lost dominion. 
 
• Over fish (Mt.17:24-27; Lk.5:1-11; Jn.21:1-11); over fowl (Lk.22:34,60); over wild beasts (Mk.1:12-
13); domesticated beasts (Mk.11:1-7).  Everything is under His feet (Eph.1:20-23). 
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
  


