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Hebrews 1:1-14 

Hebrews 1:1-14 (NASB) 
 
⇒ What does v. 1 indicate about the deity we worship? 
 
1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  
 
• “God” is the subject of the first verb.  303 total verses in Hebrews.  “God” is used 68x (av. of once 
every 4.45 verses, or once every 73 words. 
 
• “many portions” = “sundry times” (KJV), “many times” (NIV).  From Job (2200 BC) to Nehemiah (400 
BC) = 1800 years 
 
⇒ Identify several of the ways that God “spoke” in the Old Testament? 
 
• Visions, symbols, parables, poetry, prose. 
 
• Ex.3:1-6 (Moses); 19:19 (thunder) Num.22:21-31 (donkey) Dt.5:22-26 (Mt.Sinai) 
1Kings19:9-13 (whisper) Isa.6:1-7; 8:6 (stream) Jer.23:18-22  Hosea1:1-5 (family) 
Amos3:7-8; 8:1 (fruit) 
 
• God spoke, then went silent for about 400 years … along with His glory (Ezek.10:18; 11:22-23). 
   
⇒ Christology is the doctrine of Christ … what elemental truths do we learn about Jesus in 1:2-4? 
 
2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the world.  
 
• “last days” = the time when the Messiah would come. 
 
• Jn.1:1-3,14 
 
• This goes beyond “general revelation” (Ro.1:19-20; 2:14-15). 
 
• “Progressive Revelation” = from promise to fulfillment. 
 
• “heir of all things” – Ps.2:8 (Heb.2:5-9) 
 
• “made the world” – Jn.1:3  Col.1:16 
 
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power.  When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high,  
 
• “radiance of His glory” (apau’gasma) = reflected brightness; effulgence; shining forth, of a light 
coming from a luminous body. 
 
• “exact representation” (charaktē’r) = the instrument used for engraving or carving; the mark stamped 
upon that instrument … ∴ the exact expression (the image) of any person or thing, marked likeness, 
precise reproduction in every respect (i.e., facsimile). 
 



 

Tim Robertson ~ 1/17/2011 

 
Hebrews 1:1-14 

• “upholds” – Col.1:17 … Not like Atlas, carrying a dead weight on his shoulders, but Jesus carries all 
things forward on their appointed course. 
 
• Transition from cosmic to personal. 
 
• “purification” (katharismo’s) = ritual cleansing or washing. 
 
• Lk.22:69 (Ps.110) … not a literal place, but denotes His exaltation & supremacy, Eph.4:10; Phil.2:9 
 
⇒ Why is “sitting down at the right hand” significant to us?  Heb.10:11-14 
 
• cf., Ac.7:56 – What is unusual about Stephen’s vision? 
 
∴ Jesus is the Prophet thru whom God has spoken His final word. 
    Jesus is the Priest who has accomplished a perfect work of cleansing. 
    Jesus is the King who sits enthroned in Heaven. 
 
4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than 
they.  
 
• “better” (krei’ttōn) = more useful, more serviceable, more advantageous, more excellent. 14x in 
6:9; 7:7,19,22; 8:6; 9:23 (3x); 10:34; 11:16,35,40; 12:24. 
 
• Jesus is superior to angels … supported by OT quotations … for this primary reason: 
- Final message of God, communicated by the Son, is > the Law, communicated by angels (2:2). 
 
⇒ Multiple O.T. passages are quoted in 1:5-13 … identify as many passages as possible … notice 
any trends? 
 
• Ten verses … eight OT passages … Psalms are prominent. 
 
5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten you”?  And 
again, “I will be a Father to Him and He shall be a Son to Me”? 
 
• Ps.2:7          2Sam.7:14 
 
6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “And let all the angels of God 
worship Him.”  
 
• Ps.89:27 Ps.97:7 
 
7 And of the angels He says, “Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.”  
 
• Ps.104:4 
 
8 But of the Son He says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the 
scepter of His kingdom.  
 
• Ps.45:6 
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9 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness above Your companions.” 
 
• Ps.45:7 Who are His “companions”?  cf., Heb.2:10; 3:14 
 
10 And, “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of 
Your hands;  
 
• Ps.102:25 
 
11 they will perish, but You remain; and they all will become old like a garment,  
 
• Ps.102:26 
 
12 and like a mantle you will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed, but you are the 
same, and your years will not come to an end.” 
 
13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet”? 
 
• Ps.110 (Mt.22:44; Mk.12:36) 
 
14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit 
salvation?  
 
⇒ What does v. 14 teach us about angels? 


